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Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added te present law.
Act 930 of the Regnlar Session

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: $3/20/17
91st General Assembly 1
Regular Session, 2017 SENATE BILL 647

By: Senator J. English
By: Representative Cozart

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF THE ARKANSAS CODE
CONCERNING THE PUBLIC SCHOOL STATE ACCOUNTABILITY
SYSTEM; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF THE ARKANSAS CODE
CONCERNING THE PUBLIC SCHOOL STATE
ACCOUNTABILITY SYSTEM.

BE 1T EMACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION . Arkansas Code Title &, Chapter 15, Subchapter 4, is

repealad.
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33 SECTION 2. Arkansas (Code Title 6, Chaprter 15, is amended to add an
34 additional subchapter to read as follows:

35 Subchapter 29 — Arkansas Bducational Support and Accountabiliry Act
36
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6-15-2901, Tirle.

This subchaprer shall be known and may be cited as rhe "Arkansas

Educational Suprort and Accountabiliry Acr'.

6-15-2902, Legislative findings.
The General Assembly fFinds that:

(1) Arkansas Constitutfon, Article 14, & 1, reguires the Srate

of Arkansas to provide a general, suitable, and efficienr system of free

public schools to the children of the state:

(2} Under the decision of the Arkansas Supreme Court in Lake

View School District No. 25 v. Huckabee, 351 Ark., 31 {2002), it is rhe

absolute duty of the State of Arkansas to provide all public school children

with a substantially equal opportunity for an adegquate education:

(3) It is the srate’s responsibility to provide the statutory

framework necessary to ensure thar all students in the public schools of rhis

state have a substantially egual opportunity to achieve and demonstrate

academic readiness, individual academic erowth, and competencies through the

application of knowledwe and skills in core subjects, consistent with stare

academic standards through a strudent-Ffocused learning system;

(4)¢A} In Lake View School District No. 25 v. Huckabee, the

Arkansas Supreme Court explicirlyv addressed the relationship between local

control versus the state’s responsibilityv when. in guoting DuPree v, Alma

School Districe No. 30, 279 Ark. 340 (1983}, it opined, "[i|f local

government fails, the state government must compel it ro act, and if the

local govermment cannot carrv the burden, the state musr itself meet irs

continuing obligation”.

(B) An accounrability system that provides increasinu

levels of staie assistance would help the local govermment or the local

public school district board of directors to meet this burden, while allowins

state intervention to occur if rhe local covernment chronicallv fafils to meet

the burden in spite of the state assisrance:

(2} Arkapsas public schools and school districts would benefit

from an accountabilitry svstem that:

(4) Uses multiple measures of strudent academic achievement

and growth; and

(B Allows flexibiliry for public schools and school

41 03-06-2017 10:12:24 PIL417
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As Engrossed: S53/20/17 SB647

districts to utilize local decision-makine while maintaining gquality in

education;
(6) A comprehensive accountability svstem would empower the

state and public school districts to assess the effectiveness of strudent-

focused education using mulriple factors, measures, and indicarors of srudent

achievemeni and school gqualiry, rather than relvinr solelv on an annual

statewide assessment: and

(7)({A) The State of Arkansas cannor be the sole rguarantor of

each individual student’s success.

(B} Parents, students, families, educational instirutions,

and communities, as collaborative partners in education, play an important

role in the success of Individual students.

6-15-2903, Definitions.

As used in this subchapter:

(1)  "dcademic srowrh" means che caleulacion of a student’s

deademic prozrsss from one school vear co the nexc. as measured bv

@asessments dnd other criteria reguired by rule of rhe Frare Board ofF

2)  "Colleso and caveer readiness assessment” means i set or

crirerion-refereaced meisuremencs of a stwudent's zooulsirion oF fhe knowlodoe

and skills thac rhe scudenr needs £o:

[4) Be successful in foture endeavors, fnciundins oredic-
bearing, rirsc-veir courses ac an instizution of Bicher educarion such 23 4
Lwo-yvedr sr o four-vear collese, rrade schooal, or cechnica: schoul: or

(8} Embark on a4 career;

{(3) “Consolidated state plan” means the Arkansas consolidated

state application accountability plan reguired under rhe Elementrarv and

Secondary Fducation Act of 1965, Pub. L. No. 89-10, as resurhorized by the

Every Student Succeeds dct of 2015, Pub. L. No. 114-95;

(4){A) "Educator" means a person holding a valid Arkansas

standard teachins license, an ancillary licemse, a provisiopal license, a

technical permit, or an adminigstrator’s license issued by the stare board.

(Bl "Fducator” includes a licensed or nonlicensed

classroom teacher or administrator emploved in a position under a waiver from

licensure;

42 03-06-2017 10:12:24 PIL417
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As Engrossed: §53/20/17 SB647

(3) “Eneglish language arts” means the academic strandards for

English, reading, and writing:

(6) “English learmer” means an individual whose natrive languare

is a language other than English or who comes from an enviromment where a

language other than Enjglish has had a sisnificant impact on the individual’s

level of Fnuplish language proficiency:

(7} “Personally identifiable information” means the same as in

J4 CFR § 99.3, as it existed on Japuary 1, 2017;

{8} "Publiic school” means:

(A) A school operated by a public school district; or

(B) An open-enrollment public charter school, as defined

Iin § 6-23-103;:
{9) “Public school district”™ means:

(4} A zeosraphic area chai:

i Is governed by an elected board of Jdirectors

that conduces the dailv artairs of public schools pursuant to the surervisors

authority vested bv rhis rirje: and

(ii} ualifies as a Laxine unit for purpgses ol ad

L seil. dI?C_f Arkinsas Lonsticurion,

T

valorsm oropertv raxes ander § 26-7-i0

Areicle 14, § 3; or

13 An opep-eproilmens public charcer sehoo!, a3 Jdorined

in § g-23-:03:

(i0) “School-level Improvement plan” means 2 plan rhat ar a

minimum:

14! Fstablishes goals or anticipated outcomes;

(B) Identifies student supports or interventions to be

implemented; and
{C) Describes the professional learnings necessary for

adults to deliver the supports or interventions:

({1} *“School district svstems” means the cperations and

procedures that occur within a public school district, Ffncludini without

limiration:

(A) Academics;
(Bl Facilities

{(Cl Fiscal operations;

(D) Human capital manacement; and

43 03-06-2017 10:12:24 PIL417
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As Engrossed: §3/20/17 SB647

(E) Student support services; and

(12} "Student success plan” means a personalized education plan

intended to assist students with achievine readiness Ffor colleze, career, and

community engasement.

6-15-2904., Responsibility of Department of Fducation.

The Department of Educarion shall develop and implement a comprehensive

dccounrabpility system for Arkansas public schools and school districts that:

(1} FEstablishes clear academic standards that are periodically

reviewed and revised;

(2} Maintains a statewide student assessment svstem that includes

a Varietg of assessment measUres;

{3) Assesses whether all students have eguirable access to

excellent educators;

{4} FEstablishes levels of support for public school districts;

and

(5) Mainrains Informarion svstems composed of performance

indicators thar allow the department to identifv levels of public school

district support and generate reports for the public.

6-15-2905. Authority of State Board of Educarion.

The State Board of Education shall:
(1) Approve:

(4) Academic standards for each content area; and

(B} A starewide student assessment svstem, Iincludin

without limitation performance levels for statewide assessments;

(2} Promulgate rules to implement the comprehensive

accountability svstem for Arkansas public schools and school districts and

this subchapter; and

(3} Take anv other appropriate action required or authorized by

this subchapter.

6-15-2906. Academic standards.

{a){l}) The Department of Education shall establish academic standards

that define what students shall know and be able to demonstrate in each

content area.
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As Engrossed: S83/20/17 SBo47

(2} Instruction in all public schools shall be based on the

dcademic standards to prepare students to demonstrate the skills and

comperencies necessary for successful academic growth and hizh school

sraduation.

(P} The department shall establish a schedule for periodic review and

revision of academic standards ro ensure rhat Arkansas academic standards are

rigorous and prepare students for college, carger, and community engasement;

{e) The department shall include, at 2 mipnimum, the following elements

in the periodic review and revision of Arkansas academic standards:

(1) Review and foput by Arkansas:

(4) Educators from elementary, secondary, and hichker

education; and
(8) Community members with professional experience related

to the academic content area;

(2} Study and consideration of academic standards ar the

national and intermational level, as appropriate;

(3) Study and consideration of an evaluation of the academic

standards from narional croups or organizations, a4s appropriate; and

(4) Public dissemination of revised academic standards.

6-15-2907. Sratewide student assessment systenm.

(a) The Department of Education shall implement a statewide student

assessment system to be administered by Arkansas public schools on a schedule

determined by the State Board of Education rhat includes the following

componentcs :

(1) Develormentally appropriate measurements or _assessments for

kindergarten through grade two (K-2) in literacy and mathematics;

(2] Assessments to measure English lansuage arts, mathematics,

and science as identified by the state board:

(3) Assessments of English proficiency of all Eneglish learners:

and

{4} {A) Assessments to measure college and career readiness;

(B} A public school rthar serves anyv student in srades ten

throuzh twelve (10-12) shall administer collere and career readiness

assessments as determined by the state board to each strudent before he or she

praduates from hizh school.
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(C) Public school districts mav offer additional collemge

and career readiness assessments for studentrs in grades ten rhroush twelve

(10-12} ar no cost ro the studenc by using public school district fundins,

including withour limitation parional school lunch State categorical funding

under § 6-20-2305.
(b) At the direction of the stare board, the departmenr shall cause

assessment Instruments to be administered ar additional srade levels as

necessary to measure educational achievement in the public schools of this

state.

{c) The statewide student assessment system mav include additional

assessment options approved by the state board, includine wirhout limitation

gssessments to measure applicarion of knowledse and skills in civics,

Zovernment, and additional sciences, as measured on a schedule determined by

the state board.

(d) A public school district, at its own expensa, may assess the

academic achievement and growth of students by other means in addirion to the

reguired statewide student assessment system.

te) All students enrolled in a public school district shall

parricipare in rhe statewide student assessmenr sysrem.

() Public school district boards of directors shall not establish

school calendars that limit or interfere with srudent participacion in the

statewide student assessment system.

(g) The State of Arkansas shall participare in the administration of

the Narional Assessment of Educational Progress examinations.

(h) The department shall provide for statewide studenr assessments

that are:

(1) Valid and reliable;

(2] Obrained or develoved, as appropriace, throush contracts and

prolect agreements;

(3) Alfgned to the Arkansas academic standards; and

(4) Scored and returned for public school and school district

use by July 1 of each wear.

{Z)(1) Public schools, school districts, and educators shall maintain

(Z2)(AV (1) The followins individuals mav serve as rhe test

administrator during the administration of a sratrewide student assessment
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under this subchapter if the individual has received the training required by

the department:

(1) A licensed educator, including a lons-term

substitute reacher;

(Z2) A retired educator; and

(3] An individual emploved under a waiver from

licensure as a teacher of record or as an administrator.

{11} If accompanied bv a testr administrator as

described in subdivision (Z)(Z)(A) (1) of this gection., any emplovee,

including a substitute teacher, may serve as a test proctor,

(Bl A relarive or guardian of a student shall notr serve as

2 _test administrator or proctor in the same testing room as the student

during the administration of an assessmenr under this subchaprer.

(€} As uvsed in this section, “lonp-term substritrutre

teacher” means an individual who holds a valid teachine license who does not

have a full-time contract with a school district.

{3) A violation by a public school, a public school district or

‘an_educator of the securitv or confidential Integrity of any tesr or

dssessment may result im action by the state board under §§ 6-17-410 and 6-

1/7-428 or under the rules promulzated bv rhe state board to implement this

subchapter.
(i The srarewide scodenc assessment svscem shall not assess students’

religious or political beliefs.

(k){l) The assessment scores of students attending the Arkansas School

for Mathematics, Sciences, and rhe Arts of the [niversity of Arkansas System

shall be sent to and included on the reports of the public school district

the student atrended immediately prior to transferring to the Arkansas School

for Mathematics, Sciences, and the Arts.

(2) Copies of the assessment scores of students attending the

Arkansas School for Mathematics., Sciences, and rhe Arts shall be made

available to the Arkansas School for Mathematics, Sciences, and rthe Arts.

(L) Public school districts shall analyvze and report srudent

performance data to students, parents, and the communicy, if the disclosures

are not in conflict with applicable federal iaw and stare 1aw.

6-15-2908. Analyses of statewide student assessment data.
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As Engrossed: 83/20/17 SBod7

(al{il) The Department of Education shall provide analyses of dara

produced by statewide student assessments.

(2) The apnalvses of dara shall:

{4) Use starewide student assessment results and other

valid and reliable measures of student learning, 4s determined by the Stare

Board of Education, that measure student performance and srowth for the

purposes of improving student achievement, accountability, and recognition;

and
(B) Provide the best measures of the effects of the

classroom, school, and school district on student performance or proirress.

{3) The model used by the department shall:

(A} Be approved by the state board before implementation;

and

(B) Include without limitation sufficient transparency in

the model’s selection, development, and operational use to:

(i) FEnsure that clear documentation, justification,

and technical gqualities are reported; and

(i1} Allow others In the field to assess the nature

and guality of the model, the resulting scores, and interprerations based on

the model’s scores.

it} The state board shall approve the process and timeline for a

public school district to verify the accuracy or request correction of the

statewide studenr assessment data.

{c) The score on statewide student assessments for an Ensiish learner:

(1) Shall not be counted for growth or achievement purposes in

the accountability ratings of a public school or public school district if

the English learner has been enrolled in a public school or private school In

the United States for less than twelve ([2) months; and

(1) Shall be counted for growth purposes only and nmot for

achievement purposes in the accountability ratings of a public school or

public school district if the English learner has been enrolled in a public

school or private school in the United States for at least rwelve (I17) months

but notr more than twentv-four {24) months.

6-15-2909. Public availability of rest instruments and scores.

(a) Any material containing the personally idenrifiable information,
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Including without limiration identifisble scores, of individual students on

any test taken under the provisions of this subchapter shall not be:

(1] Considered a public record witrhin the meaning of the Freedom

of Information Act of 1967, § 25-19-10]1 et seq.: or

{2) Disseminated or otherwise made avaiflable ro the public by a

member of the State Board of Fducation, an emplovee of the Department of

Education, a member of the board of directors of a school district, an

employee of a school district, or any other person, except as permitted under

the provisions of the Familv Educational Rishts and Privacy Act of 1874, 20

J.5.C. §F 1232, as ir existed on January 1, 2017.

(bl All analyses, reports, and compilations of test scores trhat do nor

contain personally identifiable information are a public record wirhin rhe

meaning of the Freedom of Information Act of 1967, § 25-19-101 er seg., 1f

the release complies with the Family Fducational Rights and Privacy Act of

1974, 20 U.5.C. § 1232%, as it existed on Januarv 1, 2017, and with the

Student Online Personal Information Protection Act, § 6-18-109.

{c) In order to protect the validitv and reliabilitv of statewide

student assessments, the test Iinstruments shall nor be made available ro the

public,

6-15-2910. Student performance levels.

fa) The Department of Education shall recommend student performance

levels for the statewide student assessment svstem to the Stare Board of

Education for its approval.
(b) Srudent performsnce levels shall be adopted for the following

academic content areas, including without limitation:

(1) FEpoglish lanjuage arts;

(2) Mathematics; and

(3} Science.

ic! Student performance levels for academic content areas shall

indicate the skills and competencies necessarv for a student to be collesge

and career ready by the completion of hish school.

{d}) Student performance levels shall be adopred for Enelish languaie

proficiency.

6-15-2911. Srudent-focused learning svstem.
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As Engrossed: $3/20/17 SB647

{al{l) Beginnine with the 2017-2018 school year, the Department of

Fducation shall collaborate with public school districts to rrensition ro a

student-focused learning system to support success for all students.

(2} As part of a public school district’s student-focused

learning system, the public school district shall annuallv use multipie

academic measures to identify students in need of addirional sunport or

decceleration to personalize learning in order for students to achieve rheir

grade-level expectations and individual srowth.

(3)(A) Academic measures shall include statewide student

assessment resulrs,

(B) Academic measures may include without limiration:

(1) Subfect grades:

(I1) Student work samples:; and

{117} Local assessment scores.

A{b){i} Beginning with the 2018-2019 school year, each srudent, by the

end of grade eight (8), shall have a student success plan developed by school

personnel in collaboration with parents and the srudent rhar is reviewed aznd

updated apnually.

(2) The student success plan shall, at a minimum:

(A} Guide the student along pathways to graduation;

(B) Address accelerated learning opportunities;

(€) Address academic deficits and interventions; and

(D) Include college and career planpning components.

(3} An individualized education prosram for a studept with a

disability, identified under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Acrt,

20 U.5.C. § 1400 et seq., meets the requirements of this section if the

individualized education prosram:

{4) Addresses academic deficits and interventions for

students not meeting standards-based academic coals at an expected rate or

level: and
{B) Includes a transition plan rhar addresses colliepe and

career planniog components.

(4) The State Board of Educatrion may promulgare rules to

fmplement this section that Include withour limitation regquirements for the

development and review of a student success plan if a student is enrolled for

the first rime in or trapnsfers to a public school district in the srate
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As Engrossed: $§3/20/17 SB647

during or after the student completes grade eight (8).

(e) Public school districts shall use data from college and career

readiness assessments to:

(I) Update student success plans;

(Z2) Assist students with:

(4) College and career readiness skills;:

{B) Course selection fnn high school; and

(€} Improved academic achievement;

(3) Provide the basis for counseline concerning postsecondary

preparatory programs; and

i{4) Support strategies or prosrams Lo:

(A} Increase collese preparation rates of all students.

including students of low income, English learnmers, and minority studenrs;

{8) Decrease the remediation rates of hish school

graduates entering institutions of higher education; and

(€} Increase the attainment of career credentials or

technical certificates through expanded opportunities for students.

(d} Public school districts may include communitv engagement

components as part of the public school’s student-focused learnines system and

student success plans.

6-15-2912. Educator excellence — Intent.

fd e fs the fncent of vhe Goaeral Assembl!yv char all srudencs in

Arkansas public schools be rauthe bv gqualifisd and erfrfecrive oducarors and

thar fow-ineome or minoricy srudencs nor be canghr a¢ Jdissroportiondcg riles

v educarors who are fneffective, inexreriepced, or ceaching i subieor ror

-

&

which rhey are noc currencly ficensed.

{5)  The Frare Board oF Zducarion mav promulzars mules char promoce tha

oy d em iy

. . o T e et S i T B Sy SUFE SRR
S T3 2L oroviging 2l Arkansas oublio school s

SO

FOAA LS A
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loaders who are nexperiernced:

Ii) Educalors wich emercency or orovisiona!

credentials: and

(£11 Educators who are reachins 3 sudiecr for which

Lhev are npor currenriv ficepsed; and

(7} The mechods or calculiving and rerorrine rhe race it which

fow-Ifncome and minoricv studencs are Jdiscroportionatelv caushr by aducarors

who dre inerffeciive, {pexberienced, or reachine 31 sub’ect for which rhey are

not curranclv ficensed.

(¢} Fach osublic school and school! discrice shall:

| £}  Reporr the dara needed bv rhe Department of Educarion to

fdencify and evalvate educator effectiveness in accordance witch scate and

federal reportineg reguirements: and

7l Ansure that ifs sducacors rrovide instruccion chat alliins

with rthe gcademic standards established to prerare scudents ro demonsirite

Lthe skills and comberencises nevessdrv for successtful academic sroweh and hizh

schiood zraduation.

6-15-2913. Levels of school district support.

(aj(l) The State Board of Educarion shall promulcsare rules to

(4) 1) The process for decermining che differencisted

devels of suppeort chat the Deparcment of Educacion will provide to school

districis.

{1Z) The levels of support shall include:

fa) Level 1 - Gepneral;

(b) Level 2 - Collaporative;:
{ct Level 3 - Coordinated;:
(d) Level 4 - Direcred; and

(e} Level 5 — Intensive; and

(B! The process for guiding, monitorine, or directini:

(i) School-level improvement plans;

(11) Supports;

(iifi) Resources;

{iv) Interventcions: and

{v)] Reporring reguirements.
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As Engrossed: 83/20/17 SB647

(2} The process established by the state board for determinin:

the level of support provided to a public school distriet mav include without

Iimitation consideration of:

(4) The performance levels of all students on statewide

student assessments adopted in accordance with the consolidated stare plang

(B) The performance levels of subgroup populations on

statewide student assessments adopted in accordance with the consolidared

state plan;
{C) The schools identified as in need of targeted or

comprellensive support, or both, pursuant to the Elementarv and Secondary

Education Act of 1965, Pub. L. No. 89-10, as reauthorized bv the Everv

Student Succeeds Act of 2015, Pub. L. No. 114-95; and

(D! Other criteria the state board determines appropriate,

Including without limitation:

(1) Feeder pattern performance;

(11) CGraduation rates;

(1ifi}) Growth calculations; and

{Iv) Other indicators of school success.

{blfil) The state board mav adopt, by rule, an alternate process of

determining the level of support to be provided to public schools or school

districts serving specific student populations, including without limitarion:

(A) A public school that is designated solely as an

alternative learning environment;

{B8)] An open-enrollment public charter school whose mission

and enrollment are primarily focused on students who have dropped out of

school or are identified as at risk of droppins outr of school:

(C) A conversion public charter school whose mission and

enrollment are primarily focused on students who have dropped out of school

or are idenrified as at risk of dropping out of school;

(D) The Arkansas School for the Blind:

(£} The Arkansas School for the Deaf; and

(F) A public school or system of education that primarily

serves adiudicated youth.

(2) The alternate process adopted bv the state board under

subsection (b){i) of this section shall specify the method to measure student

dcademic performance.
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{c) A public school district that faills to comply with requirements

placed on the public school district by the state board under this subchavter

is In violation of the Standards for Accredirarion of Arkansas Public Schools

and School Districts.

6-15-7914, Schogol-level improvement plans — School district support

plans.
{a) The General Assembly finds that it is the responsibilitv of:

(i) The state to support its public school districrs; and

(2) A public school district to support 1ts schools.

(b){1} PBeginnins on May I, 2018, and by May | annually thereafter, a

public school shall submit to its public school district a school-level

improvement plan for approval by the public school district and public school

district board of directors for implementation in the followins school vear.

(2) School-level fmprovement plans shall be posted on the public

school district’s website by Ausust I of each vear.

{c) School-level improvement plans shall be:

(1) Monitored by the public school district for implementation

fidelity and progress throughout the vear; and

(2) Evaluated annually by the public school district for poal

progress and accomplishment.

fd)(1} Apnually by September I, a public school district receiving

Level 2 - Collaborative, Level 3 - Coordinated, Level 4 - Direcred, or Level

J - Intensive support shall submit to the Departmeni of Education a public

school district support plap in accordance with rules of rhe State Board of

Fducarion.

(21 A public school district’s support plan shall be posted on

the public school district’s website no later than ren {10) davs afrer

submission to the department.

(e} FPublic school district support plans shall include wirhout

limitatrion the support the public school district will provide to public

schools identified as in need of targeted or comprehensive support, or both,

pursuant to the Flementary and Secondaryv Education Act of 1965, Pub. L. No.

89-10, as reauthorized by the Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015, Pub. L. No.

114-95.
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6-15-2915, School district classification as in need of Level 5 -

fntensive support -- Student transfer eligibilicy.

{al The State Board of Education shall promulsate rules governing the

classification of public school districts as in need of Level 5 - Intemsive

support and the support to be provided.

(b) The Department of Education shall notifyv in writipe rthe public

school district superintendent and the president of the public school

district board of directors of the recommendation to the state board for

classification as in need of Level 5 - Intensive support.

{felil) A public school district recommended for classification as in

need of Level 5 - Intensive support may appeal to the state board by filing a

written appeal with the Commissfoner of Rducation in accordance with the

orocedure established in the rules of the stare board.

(2} A public school districr shall be classified as in need of

Level 5 -Intensive support and receive support upon final determinationo by

the state board.

i3) A public school disrrict may apreal the state board’s final

determination to the Pulaski County Circuii Court under the Arkansas

Adminisrrative Procedure Act, § 25-15-201 et segq.

(dl A student attending a public school districr classified as in nead

of Level 5 - Intepnsive support mav transfer under rhe Arkansas Opportunity

Pubplic School Choice Act of 2004, § 6-18-227, ro another public school

district that is pnot classified as in need of Level 5 - Intensive support.

6-15-2916. Stare Board of Educatrion authority over a public school

district classified as in need of Level 5 - Intensive support.

If a public school district is classified as in need of Level 5 -

Intensive support, the State Board of Educarion may:

(I} Direct the Commissioner of Education to conduct an analysis

of all school district syvstems and make recommendations for action by the

state board; and

{2} Assume aguthority of the public school district and take one

(Il or more of the followine actions at any time after classification:

(A) Remove permanentliv. reassiin, or suspend on a

temporary basis the superintendent of the school district and:

(1) Appoint an individual in place of rhe
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As Engrossed: 83/20/17 SBo647

superintendent of the public school district to administratively operate the

public school district under the supervision and approval of the

commissioner;
(£Z) Authorize the individual ro remove, replace,

reassign, or suspend public school district personnel in accordance with

state law: and

(iii) Compensate from public school district funds

the Individual appointed to operate the public school district and other

individuals authorized by the commissioner;

{B) Remove permanently or suspend on a temporary basis

some or all of the current public school district board of directors and

either:

(£} Call for the election of a new public school

district board of directors, in which case the public school district shall

reimburse the county board of election commissioners for election costs as

otherwise reguired by law;

(Z1) Reguire the public school district to operate

without a board of directors under the supervision of the superintendent of

the public school district or an individual or panmel appointed by the

commissioner; or

(1ii) Direct the commissioner to assume some or all

authority of the public school district board of directors as may be

necessary to overate the public school district:

(Cl{i} Remove on a temporary basis some or all of the

powers and duties granted to the current public school district board of

directors under § 6-13-620 or any other law but allow the public school

district board of directors to copntinue ro operate under the direction and

approval of the commissioner.

{ii) The state board shall define the powers and

duties of the pubiic school district board of direcrors.

(111} The public school district board of directors

shall act in an advisory capacity to the commissioner recardipns all other

powers and duties maintained by the commissioner:

{P) Reguire the anpexation, consolidation, or

reconstiturion of the public school district under % 6§-13-1401 et seqg. and

this subchapter;
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(F) Waive provisions of Title 6 and correspondins rules of

the state board with the exception of:

() Special education programs as provided by this

title;
(11} Conducting criminal backiground checks for

employvees as provided in this title; and

{ii{) Health and safety codes as established by the

state board and Ilocal governmental entities:

(F) Regquire reassigpment of some or all of the

administrarive, instructional, or support staff of a public school:

{G¢) Regquire a public school to institute and fully

implement a student curriculum based on academic standards;

{(Hl Reguire a public school to provide professional

development for teachers and administrators based om the department’s review

of educators’ professional growth plans with the cost to be paid bv the

public school district In which the public school is located;

(I} Remove one (!} or more public schools from the

Jurisdicrion of the classified school district and establish alterpative

public governance and supervision of the public schoolg

{J! Regquire reorganization, closure., or dissolution of one

(1) or more of the public schools within the classified district; and

(K] Take anyv other necessary and proper action, as

determined by rhe state board rhat is allowed by law.

6-15-2917. Public school district under authority of the State Board

of Education.

{al For a public school district under the authoritv of the Stare

Board of Fducation, the state board shall review guarterly the progress of

the public school district toward improving the issues that caused the

classification of the public school district as in need of Level 5 -

Intensive support.

(bl At anyv time during the second full school vear followine the

assumption of authority or any time thereafrer:

(1) The state board mav direct the commissioner ro update the

analysis of all school district systems to determine Iif the public school

district has demonstrared substantial improvement of the issues that caused
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the classification of the public school district as in need of Level 5 -

{ntensive support;

{2) The commissioner may recommend to the state board that the

state board:

(A4) Take additional action concerningz the public school

district under § 6-15-2916: or

(B) Return the public school district to local control

through the appointment or election of a board of directors; and

(3){A) The state board may return the public school district to

local control through rthe appointment or election of a newly elecred board of

directors upon the recommendation of the commissioner.

(B) The state board may limit the rowers and duries of the

public school district board of directors under § 6-13-620 or any other law

but allow the public school district board of directors to operate under the

direction and approval of the commissiomer.

(C) The state board shall define the powers and duties of

the public school district board of directors 1f the state board limits the

powers and duties under subdivision (b)(3)(B) of this section.

(D) The public school district board of directors shall

act in an advisory capacity to the commisgioner in regards to all other

powers and duties maintained by the commissioner.

(E) The state board may grant additional powers and duties

to the public school district board of directors if the public school

district demonstrates prosress toward improving the fssues that caused the

classification of the public school district as in need of Level 5 -

Intensive support.

(eril) If the public school district has not demonstrated to the state

board and the Department of Education that the public school district meets

the criteria ro exir Level 5 - Intensive support within five (5) years of the

assumption of authority, the state board shall annex, copnsolidate, or

reconstitute the public school district under § 6-13-1401 et seq. and this

subchapter.
(2] The state board shall promulsate rules to establish the

criteria by which a public school district mav exit Level 5 -Intensive

support.
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6-15-2918. Comprehensive informarion systems.

ia) The Department of Education shall:

(1) Esrabligh and maintain comprehensive information systems

thar allow reportimy, analysis, and data-driven decision-making by public

school districts:

{2) Provide technical assistance to public school districts in

the use of rhe datay and

(3} Provide data access to any authorized entity for analyzing

computations and posting public school, public school district, and state

student achievement, If the disclosures are not in conflict with applicable

federal and state law,

(b) The department shall provide electronic resources for educators to

support and augment student achievement, efficiencyr, and educational

infitiacives.

{¢) The department may contract with providers to collect, maipntain,

and analvze data and prepare reports.

SECTION 3. TEMPORARY LANGUAGE, DO NOT CODIFY. (a) To ensure an

orderlv transition from the Arkansas Comprehensive Testing, Assessment, and

Accountabiliity Procram Act, § 6-15-401 et seig.., to the Arkansas Kducational

Support and Accountabilicy Act, § 6-15-2901 er seg., the Department of

Educarion shall continue to provide supports and Interventions to the state’s

existing prioritv schools, focus schools, and public schools and public

school districts in academic distress or under state authority to meetf

current state and federal requirements.

() As part of the transition process:

(1) Public school districts classified as being in academic

distress and under state authority as of rhe effective date of this act

shall:
(Al Be classified bv the Siate Board of Education as in

need of Level 5 — Imtensive support:

(B) Receive Level 5 — Intensive support; and

{C) Continue to be under state authority subjlect to the

provisions of this act;

{2} Public schools thar meet the requisite exit criteria for

academic distress, priorityv, or focus status shall be removed from that
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classification; and

{3){A) The department, in collaboration with the public school

district, shall develop a transitional support plan for public school

districts that have public schools classified in academic distress, priority,

or focus starus.

{(B) Transitional support plans shall:

(i) Be approved bv the state board;

{7i) Be based on dara from:

{a) Reports reguired under the state or federal

accountabllity systems in effect prior to this actg
{b) Public school and public school district

comprehensive improvement plansg

(c) Interim gnd summative strudent assessment

results from the 2015-2016 and 2016-2017 school vears; and
(d) Orher local data indicating student

progress: and

(1i1) Describe the support:

{a} The department will provide to the public

school district; and

ib) The public school distriet will provide to

its public schools.
{C) The department shall continue to assist public

school districts pursuant to the approved transitional support plans

until the departmenr determines no larer than July 1, 2019, the level

of support the public school district will receive under the Arkansas

Educational Support and Accountability Act, § 6-15-2901 et seq.

/s/J. English

APPROVED: 04/05/2017
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